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1927 MEETING WITH THOMAS EDISON

Kokichi Mikimoto visits the inventor Thomas Edison at his home in New Jersey. An admiring Edison remarks,
"There are two things which couldn't be made in my laboratory - diamonds and pearls."
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Mikimoto had to constantly fight allegations that his pearls were only “imitations” of real pearls, despite scientific
reports to the contrary. It wasn’t until 1927, when Kokichi had the opportunity to meet Thomas Edison that this
perception began to shift.

Admiring the Mikimoto pearl that Kokichi presented to him, Edison declared, “This isn’t a cultured pearl, it’s a real
pearl. There are two things which couldn’t be made at my laboratory—diamonds and pearls. It is one of the wonders
of the world that you were able to culture pearls. It is something which is supposed to be biologically impossible.”
The meeting was reported in the New York Times, and Mikimoto pearls were almost instantly in demand.
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Letter from Thomas Edison to Mikimoto at Pearl Island, 1927

Read a letter from Thomas Edison to Mikimoto at Pearl Island. Get a glimpse of the friendship between these two
inventors.

In 1927, during a tour of the U.S. and Europe, Kokichi Mikimoto met a man he highly admired--Thomas Edison.
He and Edison visited together at Thomas Edison's home in West Orange, New Jersey--a memorable event in
Mikimoto's life. Here is the contents of a letter from Thomas Edison to Mikimoto at Pearl Island. At the time of this
letter Mikimoto was age 69 and Edison age 80.

Letter from Thomas Edison

Dear Kokichi,

Allow me to thank-you for the very fine photograph of yourself, which you kindly autographed and sent by the hand
of Mr. Ikeda.

I'm very glad to learn from him and Mr. Lee that your enterprise is succeeding well and I congratulate you not only
upon that fact but on your decoration by the Japanese government.

With all good wishes, I remain very truly,

Thomas Edison

Thomas Edison quote
During their visit together, while examining a pearl, Edison said to Kokichi,



"This isn't a cultured pearl, it's a real pearl. There are two things which couldn't be made at my laboratory--diamonds
and pearls. It is one of the wonders of the world that you were able to culture pearls. It is something which is

supposed to be biologically impossible."
Kokichi responded, "If you were the moon of the world of inventors, I would simply be one of the many tiny stars."



