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Remains at 1888 eruption of Bandai Volcano
- Gravestone group at Mitsuya -

CHIBA Shigeki ™

Abstract This paper describes the “Gravestone group at Mitsuya”, which is graves for victims at the 1888
eruption of Bandai Volcano. This gravestone group does not appear on any known disaster records and can be
considered an important remains at the 1888 eruption of Bandai volcano.

The disaster caused at the 1838 eruption of Bandai Volcano left about 500 people dead or missing. The reason
for the large number of deaths and missing was that they were caught in rock avalanche and mud flow caused
by the collapse of Kobandai-san.

The Nagasaka district of this paper is located on the eastern foot of Bandai Volcano, with the Nagase River
flowing on the southeast side of the district. At the 1888 eruption of Bandai volcano, debris flow flowed into
the Nagase River and attacked Nagasaka. And at the southeast of Nagasaka where the debris flow had
accumulated, many corpses were found. The corpses found here were temporarily buried in the debris flow
field. Even after that, human bones were occasionally found, and the residents at Nagasaka built graves at a
hill in Mitsuya and held memorial services.

The above is the history of why the “Gravestone group at Mitsuya” was created.

Key Words : Gravestone group at Mitsuya, Bandai volcano, 1888 eruption, Nagasaka, Mitsuya,
Nagase River, disaster record, remain
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Fig.1 Location where “Gravestone group at Mitsuya”
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The entire photograph is published in the Centennial History Subcommittee
of the Executive Committee for the Centennial Anniversary of the Mt.
Bandai Eruption (1988).
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Fig4 Drawing map of “Gravestone group at Mitsuya”
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